Sept. 2l+th 


Dear Eric: 

Somehow or other I have a feeling that Winston and I laughed more over 
your account of your recent venture in the gem market than you did. 
Here's hoping you have no more stones clanking around in your kidneys, 
but if you do we feel certain that there are less strenuous ways of 
getting rid of them than by going over Niagara in a rubber tube. 

Hate to admit I am getting so absent minded but I don't recall whether 
I wrote and told you that we had bought the house or not. I know the 
deal was settled about two and a half hours after you all left here. 
iVe got the place for $lU,2$0. That did not include the landlord's stove 
icebox and bendix. I never did want a washing machine anyway - Ihad a 
stove of my own in the basement in a crate - and the sn±kk only thing 
we had to buy was a new 11 foot Philco refrigerator. We tried to call 
you at the Boyds that day (around one or one-thirty, I believe) but we 
couldn't get anyone. Guess you had gone out to lunch somewhere. 

As you know, we have always had lots of company around our household 

but this summer really took the prize. Someone was here practically all 

the time. In fact, we were beginning to wonder if we should apply for 
and Inn Keeners License. The truth of the matter is that we would 
probably have lost our minds in this little dump if we hadn't had people 
dropping in to liven things up. So bring your tribe and come back ary 
time you can. It is always such fun to see you all. 

As for the coins Mr. Boyd has - if he wants the five he can have them 

for $25>Q» The $$00. gem he can have for $3$0. O.K? 

Today I had a letter from Mr. Raymond - but that is getting ahead of the 

story. I had one written on Aug. 1st which I finally answered on Sept. 

10th, then this one. Am enclosing copies. Don't know whether he sent 
you copies or not. 

Just what he has done, of course, is a irystery to me but maybe being 
compared to a monkey spurred him on to -take action on his own. He may 
not have been too pleased with what I said but I am sadly afraid it is 

ore tty true. We have all been made to look like monkeys. 

Hans and Antoinette had just returned from their first trip "out west" 
so we were so busy hearing about that that we had no is time for think¬ 
ing up "constructive ideas" regarding Leonard. 

Then you were here you mentioned trying to get some of the money from 
the Title company. If you can get it that will be fine. If not, the 
bonds they have mature, I believe, October 1st and I guess they might 
just as well re-invest the $11,000. Can you arrange that for me? 

Also, just how much money do they hold now? In August of 1950 it was 
something around $ll,lj,25* 


As you know, Mother’s estate was small enough that it was not subject 
to taxation. I received something a little over $?000. and I an wondering 
if that has to be added to our income tax. Federal. 


Let us hear from you soon. Best love to you and Evelyn, always. 
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Clayton, Missouri 
October 12, 1951 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Attorney at Law 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Re: Escrows No. 2838 and 2841 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Sorry to have delayed in answering your recent inquiry 
in connection with our Escrows No. 2838 and 2841 and 
the Estate of Burdette G. Johnson, but I only recently 
returned from a visit to New York. 


We agree with you that it is also our desire to close 
this escrow, but we would like to call your attention 
to the fact that a check of the minutes in the estate 
show there has been no final settlement filed and until 
that is done it is still possible to prove up additional 
claims against the Estate. There is also the possibility 
if additional assets are discovered there could be 
additional Federal Estate Tax and Missouri State Inheritance 
Tax, and therefore we feel we cannot release said escrowed 
funds at this time. 


We have taken this matter up with our counsel, Robert A. 
Hamilton, and you may contact him if you so desire. 

Yours very truly 


LAND TITLE^INSURANCE COMPANY OF ST.LOUIS 
President ^ < 


TITLE INSURANCE-CERTIFICATES OF TITLE-ESCROWS 



October 17, 1951 


Mr. Grover W. Devine, President 
Land Title Insurance Co. of St. Louis 
7913 Forsyth Blvd., 

Clayton 5, Missouri 

Re: Escrows fio. 2B3# and 2 B 4 I 

Dear Mr. Devine: 

In accordance with our telephone conversation today 
with respect to the above mentioned escrows, you 
have agreed to release all except about $5,000.00 
to Mary Cowan Cruzan and I look forward to receiving 
the check at your earliest convenience. 

I am enclosing an authorization signed by Mary Cowan 
Cruzan with respect to cashing in the #11,000.00 in 
bonds which matured October 1, 1951 and reinvesting 
sufficient moneys to purchase $5,000.00, principal 
amount, in 1-7/S# U. 3. Treasury Certificates due 
October 1, 1952. 

I sincerely appreciate your cooperation with respect 
to the foregoing and know that Mary Cruzan will be 
very pleased to receive the $6500.00, more or less. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN;atb 


Land Title Insurance Co. of St. Louis 


ROBERT G. RODGERS. ASST VlCE-PRES. 
S. D. ESSEN. Treasurer 
FRANCIS P. HARTNETT. ASS’T VlCE-PRES. 
FRANCIS M. ROHAN. ASS'T SEC'Y 


CAPITAL AND SURPLUS OVER ONE-HALF MILLION DOLLARS 

GROVER W. DEVINE, PRESIDENT 
C. F. JACOBSMEYER. Exec. VlCE-PRES. & SECY. 

J. VIRGIL ROHAN. VlCE-PRES. 

ROBERT A. HAMILTON. COUNSEL 


LOUIS C. W. HECHT. VlCE-PRES. 
EDWARD W. SCHAEFER. VlCE-PRES. 
RUSSELL J. BOHLINGER. ASS*T SEC'Y 
A. V. GIBBONS. Ass*t Treas. 


CLAYTON OFFICE: 

7913 FORSYTH BLVD. 
CLAYTON 5, MO. 

PARKVIEW 8113 



October 19, 1951 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Attorney at Law 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Re: Escrow No. 2838-2841 
Mary Cowan Cruzan 
Estate of Burdette G.Johnson 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

We enclose herewith the fallowing: 

1. Escrow check No. 22410 dated 
October 19, 1951 payable to the 
order of Mary Cowan Cruzan, for 
the sum of $6,688.00. 

Said check represents partial payment of amount 
due Mary Cowan Cruzan in connection with the 
captioned escrow. 

Trusting the enclosed meets with your approval, we 
are 

Yours very truly 

LAND TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY OF ST.LOUIS 



end. 
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November 9th 


Dear Erie: 

I don’t know when I was ever more surprised than I was 
to get your letter with the check from the Title Company. 
How you managed to wangle the six thousand out of them 
is more than I will ever be able to figure out - you 
just must be a genius. Thanks a million. 

I realize I should have written you much sooner but the 
truth of the matter is that both of us have been pretty 
much under the weather for the past few weeks. 

.Then they converted our furnace from coal to oil we were 
without heat around here for two or three days and I 
picked up a lousy cold which has had me in and out of bed 
several times already. It gets better, I get up, then it 
gets worse - and on and on. If anyone ever tells you 
this part of the country is hellish for anyone with even 
the slightest smidgeon of sinus trouble just don’t argue 
the point. I have been about to beat iry head on the wall. 
The longer I stay around here the more sympathy I have 
for those miserable wretches who spent the winter at 
Valley Forge. 

>n was our main worry. He had to have his annual 
physical a short while ago and after all the various tests 
were taken it developed that he had a bad heart beat. For 
a couple of weeks he was on a strict diet that inculded 
no cigarettes, coffee, bourbon, late hours, etc. etc. 

.'.hen the second 3KG was made they discovered that his 
heart was still beating in the rhumba time they had 
objected to at first so they came up with the happy idea 
id that his abnormal heart beat was probably normal for 
him. Judging from his disposition since the second EKG 
he was pretty much relieved and I know I was. Of course, 
.inston would never miss cigarettes and coffee but his 
bourbon is a different matter. After a couple of weeks 
off the diet - living as we usually do - his heart beat 
is still the same so we are more convinced than ever that 
he has always been a freak. 


•Vith the end of the summer season the Cruzan Inn went into 
sort of a slump but business is picking up again now. 

Col. and Mrs. Moore, our neighbors on Okinawa, came up from 
Washington last week end to help us celebrate my birthday. 

,'e are expecting another visitor the middle of next week 
and Kans and Antoinette announced they would be down for 
the week end as soon as they get back from Europe - around 
Dec. 8th. They left last week end, the 3rd. 

I haven’t seen Hans since I wrote you last so I have had no 
chance to ask him how he thinks he might help in the 
Leonard business but he will probably have something to tell 
when he gets back. Putting Leonard into a receivership 
sounds like a wonderful idea but I think I would enjoy it 
a great deal more if we could put him in a jail. 

You and Evelyn must have your hands full with your Nursery 
oroject. I didn't dream houses like that still existed^ 

It is a grand idea dnd I must say you are brave to under¬ 
take such a thing. Good luck. 

,/e enjoyed your letter ever so much, Evelyn, and we had 
exactly the same experience with hot days and flies after 
putting up our storm windows. All in all I take a pretty 
dim view of storm windows - or maybe I should say a climate 
where you need them. The older I get and the more my bones 
creak the better Arizona or New Mexico sound to me. 

V/inston joins me in sending best love to you all 


Always. 



December 7, 195>1 


Dear Mary t 

Your letter of December U, 1951 is at hand and I have 
discussed it with George* We both feel that it is ad¬ 
visable for you to have all your personal property under 
your direct control and we will be glad to send you your 
trinkets* 

Even though your rental is up December 17th we do not 
like to ship anything during the Christmas holidays and 
if you do not pay your bill for the box rental we can get 
the rental charge apportioned for perhaps one month so 
that we can ship the items in January* There is no 
complication having bank accounts around the country but 
I do feel it is best for you to have your coins under 
your control, I still have not heard from Fred Boyd 
with respect to your coins which were sent him, 

I am sorry to advise you that yesterday Peggy Gessler 
had a breast removed and George is now going through 
the worry period. The doctors believe they got all of 
the bad area but with those things you certainly can 
never tell, I was going to ask George *daat hospital 
she was in but if you want to write you can write to 
George. 

I presume Winston is fine and his controversy with the 
doctors has shown that he was right and they were "nuts”, 

I am very seriously considering going to England late 
this spring to get after Leonard and to take a little 
holiday. 

We are fine and have done nothing startling. 


Sincerely, 


EPNjatb 

Mrs. Mary Cruzan 
60h Green Street 
Royersford, Pa. 


December hth 


Dear Eric: 

For some time I know that you and George have been worried 
over and worried v/ith the contents of ny safe deposit box. 

Last year when the rental was up - December 17th - we ''-ere 
in the midst of moving but this year we seem fairly well 
settled (?). So if I could impose on you two Just once 
more this was what I had in mind. 

I talked to the bank here and they have a large box which 
they will hold for me. Also, they will accent the stuff 
if you would mail it to me in care of the Hoyersford 
national Bank. Since we have rural service here at the 
house I would take a dim view of having it sent here. 

If you could send the contents - the coins, the stock 
certificates and those lousy Series E Bonds - that should 
Just about take care of everything that is in there, I 
think, except the escrow' papers which I imagine you would 
like to keep there. Then if inston and I should happen 
to go out and get ourselves killed you wouldn't have to 
worry about having the contents of the box tied up by the 
State of Missouri. 

That with owning the house now and having everything else 
here we might as well have the works parked in the great 
Commonwealth of Penns Woods. Cone to think of it, that 
last statement is not exactly right. We still have a 
checking account in St. Louis and also a checking and 
savings account at the National Bank of Port Sam Houston 
in San Antonio, but I don't imagine that would comp list e 
anything, would it? 

Let me know whether you are in favor of my idea or not so 
that I can let the bank know about holding the box for me. 

.inston joins in sending our best - always - 


Wednesday, the 2nd 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

Knowing our weakness for drinks and nibblings you can 
probably almost hear all the oohs and aahs there mere 
around here when Winston and I started opening the lovely 
box iron all sent us. Every time we look si it e start 
drooling and our only wish is that you could be here to 
help us sample ell the tasty morsels. an! s a million! 

Our holiday season was considerably turner than me had 
anticipated. The i 3efc *e Snas four of - went out 
to dinner together and by Xmas night all four of us ivere 
sicker than dogs. Of course, we immediately blamed it on 
something we had eaten and then later we found out that 
there was a regular epidemic of stomach cramps and vomiting 
going around so now we don’t know just what set us off. 

All I can say is that if it was the food I am ready to 
swear off eating and stick to drinking. Hangovers are much 
better than whatever we had and, at least, the:/ usually 
. :ar off by sundown. We are still getting along on such 
uninteresting things as soup and mashed potatoes - they 
seem to stay down whereas most things won’t. 

Winston and I both mere shocked and sorry to hear about 
Peggy Gesslor. We certainly hope she will have no more 
trouble but, as you said, you never can tell about those 
things. I sent her several carls with notes after I got 
your letter. Hope she is up and about now. 

.hen I -vote yen about the coins and clutter I hadn’t 
given the -lias costal rush a thought. It Is just as well 
you thought of it or coins would probably have been 
ribbled all the way from Missouri to Pa. I told the 
man at the bank about the delay and he assured me they 
would have space for my junk whenever it arrived. Since 
you suggested my not paying the box rental I am sending the 
bill along to you. If you will take care of that and the 
shipping and let me know how much it all comes to I’ll 
settle with you for the rhole business. 

Don’t know whether you all have heard this bit of news or 
not. but Chas. ..brmser was supoosed to marry Leonard’s 
ex-secretary, a girl by the name of Fat something-or-othe^ 
on Dec. 20th. 


Guess .Antoinette and Hans should be getting home .any day 
• - last note I had frc ms as E*r Paris ; ! he 
said they expected to be back right alter the first of 
b.s ' V'. ■V'st r.'” f an con"'’ ■ . : ; v to 1 

their visit in Cairo with the King. re- the varic - 
postal cards we received ‘rc >h re t te lust h ve 
quite a while and had a grand and glorious time. 

again for the grand r ;membr a nce and here’s hoping 
the coming year brings you the best of everything. 

Gur best love to you both, always. 



January 9, 1952 


Mrs. Mary Cruz an 
60h Green Street 
Royersford, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mary* 

George and I emptied out your box and I am leaving 
town today and may not get an opportunity to ship 
your coins until I return. I may find a customer 
for a few in the meantime. 

I am enclosing a check from Fred Boyd for $600.00 
for the purchase of your coins. I had not heard 
from him for six months and all of a sudden get a 
very friendly letter. I told him he will never suffer 
from writer's cramp. 

P«ggy is taking x-ray treatments but for the present 
there seems to be no apparent difficulty. 

You will be pleased to know I have written someone 
in England to suggest counsel in London to handle a 
small piece of dirty work. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


Thursday, the 17 th 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks a lot for your letter and the check from Fred 
Boyd. Considering the time it took he ’mist have had 
a regular mental knock down and drag out with himself 
deciding whether or not to keep the coins. 

Needless to say Kinston and I were both highly amused 
to hear about the small piece of dirty work to be 
handled in London. .Then Yinston read that paragraph 
I thought he would split himself. Just the way you 
said it struck him as funny and he had the best laugh 
he's had in weeks. Yonder if Leonard will enjoy it as 
thoroughly. 

Thanks a lot to both you and George for cleaning out 
the box and I'l be looking for the stuff any time now. 
You didn't say when you exoected to return to St. Louis 
and ship the stuff but I can't see that that makes a 
whole lot of difference. For heaven's sake don't knock 
yourself out looking for a customer cause the truth of 
the matter is that I'm not overly interested in selling 
the stuff. And I have promised several things to Mr. 
abst whenever they get here and I can send them to him. 

Did I tell you that Mr. Fabst wrote and wanted pictures 
of the Bolivar miniature? It seems there is to be an 
iconography published soon and he was panting to have 
copies of the miniature Included so Y.lnston bestirred 
himself and made some prints. Guess they are on their 
way to South America by this time. 

Best love to you and Evelyn, always, 
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TELEPHONE 
CENTRAL OlOO 


ST. LOU I S l,MO. 


February 6, 1952 


Mr. Eric P. Neuman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri* 

Dear Eric: 

I am enclosing herewith Trip Transit Policy written in the 
Commercial Union Assurance Company, Ltd., #22539* This policy 
covers your recent shipment of coins to Royersford, Rennsylvania 
in the amount of $10,000.00. Hoping that this shipment arrived 
safely, I am 


Yours very truly. 



Richard J. Wolfheim 


RJV/md 



W. H. MARKHAM & CO. 

16th Floor, Railway Exchange 
ST. LOUIS 1, MO. 


February 6, 1952 


Mr. Maurice L. Hirsch 
316 N. 8th Street 
St. Louis 1, Missouri* 

^ear Maurice 1 

I take great pleasure in advising you, 
with you, I accepted your challej 
mutual friend, Eric P. Newman, 
pleasure that I advise, 
found many areas of 
an Mr. Ne . a sub^^uently be : 
protect?” 




v er vfss 
ew r ed out 1 
. greater 1 
kwman and ■ 
insurance, 
ly of such 


Of zti bee \\ / J n .%& 

I iij unabl to dis clb^ ^the^ ^c ific details of our traus- 
tetick. JTj- can^ e y^hat the cove" 

of aNQ^e-figm^/ynount, which will serve to indicate the 
subs t an ^s i -r t ^ /6 f our reltionship. knowing you to be a 
gentleman of the highest order, and well-aware of the 
jealous manner in which you guard your reputation and 
honor, I am looking forward to doing business with you 
pursuant to our agreement reached in your office. 


lours sincerely. 


Richard J. Wolfheim 


RJW/md 


Mr. and Mrs. Winston Crusan 
60U Green Street 
Royersford, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mary and Winstont 

I would like very much to tell you about our European trip with¬ 
out mentioning the name Forrer. fee used a stereorealist camera 
and the colored pictures are beautiful. Vienna was the most ex¬ 
citing part with Russian soldiers staring with blank looks, 

Russian propaganda on the bulletin boards and the gayest bunch 
of carefree Viennese I have ever had the opportunity to get 
drunk with. We had an introduction to a middle-aged bachelor 
and six of his friends joined us for two evenings of frolic. 

Of the six, four were married - but not to one another. Their 
respective spouses were out with others* Evelyn and I had to 
blink to realise a different code was practiced by those who did 
not know what tomorrow would bring. They made us drink to brother¬ 
hood, which involved interlocking of arms and kissing following 
the drink. It was explained to us that this practice was com¬ 
pletely routine. It may have been routine — but, oh you kid11 
The only reason there is no trouble between the Soviets and the 
Allied forces in Vienna is that the Viennese pay no attention 
to either of them and believe no propaganda whatsoever. We will 
have to tell you all of the details at a sitting in any setting 
where our paths next cross. 

The poverty of England plus the complication of restrictions has 
made Leonard into a master at deceit. He is not doing parti¬ 
cularly well. He is evasive when I ask him questions. He is 
probably a poor businessman as he actually cannot answer questions 
concerning his own business. He has a stock of coins which I 
looked over. I succeeded in getting about a little over one-sixth 
of the consignment of English coins which was sent to him and 
which was all that he did not sell. I took a few of those out 
of the country and have them in St. Louis but the rest are with 
a friend of mine in England as I could not take many out without 
running a risk. Leonard did turn over to me enough money in 
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June 25, 1952 


Mr.and Mrs. Winston Cruzan 


pounds to pay my expenses. He promised to return the books which 
I forwarded to Switzerland, He promised to send a number of 
coins which I picked out to off-set some of the account. So far 
I have no evidence of his having done anything and I have written 
our lawyer to poster him again. 

If I wanted to take the risk I could have taken a large group 
of coins out of England but if I would have tried to explain 
that they were in exchange for coins which belonged to us 
already, it would merely involve Leonard resting in the clink 
for a stretch. He just is at the point where he doesn’t care 
about anybody. 

Leonard said that his father is about to die, that he might 
come into an inheritance although he has no idea what assets 
his father has. I don’t believe this bellywaah even though he 
is now on good terms with his father. 

The Spinks are in hot water with the Foreign Exchange Control 
for having violated some regulation and have every package they 
ship or receive thoroughly examined. Leonard is now doing favors 
for Spink by shipping coins, etc*. 

All I can say is that the trip was a success in that I got a 
wad of coins out of Leonard’s possession and I an supposed to 
get more. I will try to figure out some way to divide these up 
and send you your one-fourth share. 

Wayte Raymond is on ray neck and calls what Leonard says hogwash. 
Leonard specifically promised me to write Raymond but, of course, 
has never done so. 

If you want to take a trip to England, Leonard will, probably, 
give you pounds to spend while you are there - so think that 
over. If you have any friends- in England who are flying an 
Army bomber back to the United States and can take some coins 
out of England, plea3e let me know and I will have the coins 
given to them. The coins which are resting in England should, 
probably, be sold in England but I am going to us# every effort 
to get the coins which I now have control over. 

Our best to both of you. 


Sincerely, 


EPM/atb 


y'K'ti. ( l/l/in±ton 0/. dxuzan 


Monday, the 28th 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

That with the heat and the conventions I haven’t been able to get 
anything done since we got back from the woods of Mass. After almost 
two weeks of watching politicians I’m somewhat amazed that the 
country isn’t in even worse shape than it is. 

At any rate the conventions are over now so Iguess the TV vail get a 
much deserved rest. VTish the heat was over too. Never in my life have 
I seen anything like it. The longer I live in the Schuylkill Valley 
the more I wonder why anyone does. Even Okinawa was never like this. 

Just to say the temperature bounces around 95 or 97 daily doesn’t 
sound so bad, but when the humidity is just about that high too it 
is nothing short of murder. All I can say is that we would have melted 
away if we hadn’t had our air conditioner. Last summer we slept in the 
back room with the cooler going only one night - but this summer I 
think we have slept back there every night but one. Guess we are just 
living up to our reputation for running into unusual weather every where 
we live. The papers vow and declare this is the worst summer in 81 
years and far be it from me to argue the point. I firmly believe that 
a s uimer spent in a Turkish Bath would have been cooler than this one in 
Royersford. 

fiie little you told us about your trip just whetted our apoetities for 
more so we are hoping you will be in St. Louis around the first of 
September. Just talked to the airlines this afternoon and they con¬ 
firmed our reservations for a trip, be plan to leave here the evening 
of September 3rd and arrive in St. Louis at some unholy hour that night, 
binston is going to take in the Periodontal Academy meeting that is 
being held the Uth, 5th and 6th. Then we ere going to fly on down to 
Oklahoma to see the folks. Certainly ac^e vc will get to see you two 
while we are there. It seems like such, a long time since you were here. 

As for the Leonard mess I’m forced to admit that I’m hopelessly confused 
about the whole thing. Maybe you can straighten me out on that while 
we are in St. Louis. That is, if it is ever possible to get anything 
connected with Leonard straight. Obviously lying has oecome such a 
habit with him that he now lies when the truth would sound better. 

be gave a bit of thought to your suggestion of flying coins out on an 
army bomber but we have been out of the air force so long that we have 
lost touch with most of those people - except for a few clos friends. 

The ones we have kept in touch with since Tinston has been in the General 
Hosoital Service are elsewhere - or have been killed, as is the case of 
our very good friend Lee Berg, 

e have some close friends in Germany now btit they are with the ground 
forces - medical - so I doubt that that would help much. And they -.ill 
be there for quite some time to come. 



Gliivairy might have been allowed to crawl quietly into a hole and die - 
but after reading the enclosed clipping from the Sunday New York Times 
I bet you will agree that Modesty has been brutally and publicly 
murdered] Oh Brother] Think it is about time to suggest to Hans 
that he get a new press agent. 

No telling what kind of news we will have for you all when we get to t. 
Louis. The C.O. of the hospital. Col. Welch, becomes 6$ August 20th and 
retires as of that date. Rumors are already running thick and fast as 
to the changes in store when the new regime takes over. Frankly we are 
looking forward to the whole business since almost any change would be 
an improvement over the way this institution is now being run. Of 
course, we might get mixed up in the shuffle and be moved ourselves, but 
after a couple of years of Pennsylvania I can't say that a move would 
break our hearts. Guess our feet are beginning to itch again. 

Our best love to you both - always - 



4ft 4 . ( l/\/in.iton 0/. Cxuzan 


August l8th 


Dear Bvelyn and 2ric: 

I'm ashamed of myself for not -writing you all sooner hut, as usual, 
we ran into a slight snag in the elans and I thought I had better 
wait to write unoil we had ironed that cut. 

I can think of nothing we would enjoy more than to stay with you all 
but since .‘inston is going to be busy with meetings from daylight 
till dusk we thought it would be best to stay down at the Statler 
where the meetings are all going to be held. How about giving us a 
rain check on the motel reservations until we can make a trip that 
way when we aren't involved? 

Yfe are ever so anxious to see you and hear all the news so why don't 
we plan on getting together either the evening ,of Thursday the l*th 
or Friday the 5th, which ever would be more convenient for you? The 
meetings and lectures are usually over some time around 5 P*M. so 
we could have a clear field from then on for a few drinks, some food 
and a lot of chatter* Dear me, can hardly wait to start the chatter 
cause it seems like ages since we have seen you. 

If you have time, drop us a card about the i;th or 5th - or I'll 
call you some time the morning of the iith. 

Best love to you both always. 



September 8, 1952 



Mrs. Vfinston Cruzan 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Marys 

As I explained to you, I was able to have LeorTa 
19b7, a group of coins from the August 22, 19It5 invoi 
had a total retail price on the invot<fe‘''b-f Ihit2• 15. wfta 
was in Europe this Spring I succeed/a in obtaining overNf2700. 
more in retail value of the invoice bjixenlyV was able to bring 
to America $1262.25, retail pric^C Thrds majlesja total of $170ij*lt0 
I divided the $1701*.UO into a haj^f pqrtLan Sor myself, a quarter 
portion for you and a quarter porbion'^'orX ts. Sheffield, and 
you have selected Group A which totals $j*26.00 in retail value, 
a list of which is enclosei^rAfl soonXs balance of these 

coins are brought to America thW will >e similarly divided. 

As I advised you, we hAve^ecersredy\in 1952, payments from 
Leonard in dollars on khs^e occaWonk totaling $759*26 and I 
am looking forward to &^re>v WhetheV they should be applied 
to invoices of the EstatV or\to tjyhvoice of August 22, 19i*5, 
in which I have^tntv^e-haljKdnvhjp^sV/ is not yet determined. 

I was also ab>b to secure fnqm Legifard, in pounds, enough to 
cover a faii/popti^g/of the er^arfses of my chasing after him 
and I spent/ thi's in Er^fc^nd. 

The cost baMs \f the ebtifce August 22, 19li5 invoice is $2625. 
for the Estate aiid theysanyl amount for rae . The total retail 
price of the irNspid^^s 335.50. Since the chances of re¬ 

covering the total cosy'of $5250. is slim, application of all 
payments and withdrawals will be made against the cost until 
the cost is recovered. 


Leonard says the coins he returned to us were overpriced but 
without taking that into consideration we could place costs 
on the coins which were returned at $5250. divided by $lU,335.50 
or 36.6^ of the retail price. As you know, none of the coins 
of this August 22, 19^5 invoice have any individual cost basis. 
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Mrs. Winston Cruzan 


September 8, 1952 


As to a few coins of yours which I still have in ray possession 
and which are mentioned in my February 6, 1952 latter, I am 
returning the same herewith with the exception <fr the 1792 
Washington cent at a $75. cost and with a $225. asking price. 

I am asking you to sign a receipt for the a<rb*teVile for the 
$2,000. distribution and for the distribulQ^m of the \coins. 


be disappointed. 
Best regards. 




EPN/atb 


September 22, 1952 


Mr. Hans Schulman 
Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Hans : 

In my last letter to you I indicated that this last 
account was a nuisance and I was waiting until I got 
to New York to straighten it out; however, since you 
want it straightened out now I will do so. I am re¬ 
turning 5 items which aggregate $7.00. I am also re¬ 
turning the envelopes from 3 of the items since the 
coins were intended to be priced at $1.00 each and 
ended up at being priced at $1.30, $1.U0 and $1.50. 
This was copied in error from pricing in some other 
foreign currency, as you can see for yourself. I 
am, therefore, enclosing my check for $5.00 to cover 
the real balance which is supposed to be due. 

Mary and Winston were here for a convention and we 
had a wonderful time together. We spoke of the loss 
of your best customer with great reverence but I know 
you will find a way to end up controlling a collection 
which the Egyptian government will, no doubt, want to 
part with. In any event I expect the King to have a 
few interesting items with him. The world seems to 
be running out of Kings who can collect coins... 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb 


Enc. ck 


Monday, tne 22nd 


Dear avelyn and Eric: 

Winston and I both are worn to a frazzle and we both have 
lousy colds so I guess it is just as well that the vacation 
has come to an end. But - just like a hangover - we had a 
fine time getting this way.’ 

Our visit to Oklahoma was strenuous, to say the least. 

Mainly because, as usual, we had more people to see and 
more places to go than the time allowed. The folks were 
all in fine shape when we arrived but by the time we left 
they were as bedraggled as we were. 

On the way home we got off the plane in Washington, picked 
up Hies, Moore (Col. Moore is the one in Europe at the 
present) and then came on to Royersford. Ruth stayed with 
us till yesterday and left to go visit her mother untill 
Moore returns - so this is the first day we have settled 
down to the normal routine in quite some time. 

When Ruth and Winston and I arrived here late the other 
night we discovered that we had a whole family of unexpected 
guests. It must have been the xaxkXsx chilly weather - 
the cupboards were too bare to be inviting - but a flock 
of mice had moved in from the corn field next door and they 
were making themselves perfectly at home. For a couple of 
days and nights traps were snapping all over the place and 
now we think, and hope, that we have the place to ourselves. 
Just another one of the joys of rural living. Next time 
we leave we Trill probably come back and find a muskrat in 
the basement. Around here nothing would surprise me. 

It was fun to see you all again and we just wish we could 
have spent more time with you. One consolation, though, 
you should be heading our way soon to work on the Phila¬ 
delphia store and we are looking forward to a visit then. 
Jhen do you suppose you will be coming? ELease plan on 
coming out to Royersford so we can have a longer and more 
peaceful visit. The latch string will be out any time you 
can pull it. 

Let us hear from you soon and let us know when you two 
think you will be here. 


Winston joins in sending best love to you both, always. 




Mt *• < ~Win±ton Q/. Ciuzan 


January 5th 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

You certainly did furnish me -with new fields to conquer, also 
Winston since the bar is definitely his territory. All I can 
say is that if the recipes are as good as they are amusing to 
read, the meals around here should show a marked improvement. 

We had a very nice Xmas this year. Xmas Eve morning vie drove 
down to Washington to spend the holiday with Col. and Mrs. 

Moore, our friends from Okinawa. We had originally planned to 
come home Friday because Winston had to work Saturday morning, 
but when we got there we found out the Moores had planned a 
large cocktail party for us for Saturday night. The end result 
was that 'Jinston took the Friday night train home, I stayed in 
"Washington, he worked Saturday morning and then took the noon 
train back. How crazy can you get? Sunday afternoon we drove 
back together - weary and worn. 

The next day the blitz hit me. Somewhere along the line I had 
picked up a beauty of a cold that settled in rry sinuses and 
darned near drove me crazy. All the pills and potions were 
useless so I spent most of ny time for the next few days with 
my face buried in the electric pad. Now I feel pretty good, 
except for a lingering cough that asserts itself quite 
raucously every night, so I guess I'm going to live. 

New Years Eve I was feeling too puny to work up any party pep so 
we spent the evening at home with a little champagne watching 
the TV and feeling sorry for all those poor celebrants on the 
screen who were out building up hangovers. Guess we are just 
plain getting old and can’t take it any longer. 

Winston nas rounded out two years at Valley Forge and I’m frank 
to admit that we are both beginning to get itchy feet. ..e like 
our little house here and all that but I have noticed lately 
that we are inclined to eye our treasures (?) with a ’shall we 
move it again or junk it’ attitude. At a dinner party Saturday 
night several of us with two years or more here agreed that it 
would be foolish to start planning any serious housecleaning or 
anything like that. Much easier to wait till the furniture has 
been moved outI 

lie are still hoping you all will get up this way again before we 
take off for parts unknown. The latch string will be out and the 
beds are always ready so why don’t you come on. 


Here’s hoping 1953 mil bring you both the best of everything. 

Thanks again for the food and drink inspirations and our best 
love to you always. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

SECRETARY 


Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

31 5 WASHINGTON AVE. 

St. Louis,Mo. 


February 5, 195>3 


Dear Mary and Winston, 

I am so dizzy I still can’t write you all 
the interesting things I have to tell. I 
will write you to thank you for the Christmas 
present too* Please bear with me a little 
further. We are all fine. 


Sincerely, 



Mr. and Mrs. Winston Cruzan 
60U Green Street 
Royersford, Pennsylvania 



March 25, 19*3 


Dear Mary: 

I have a letter from England,from our attorneys, indicating 
that neither Forrer nor his company are in receivership and 
Leonard has indicated that rumors were set about but are 
without foundation. Where there is smoke there is fire. 

Incidentally, at the end of last year, the Estate sold the 
Penn heirlooms and we realized over $1,000. I forgot to 
give you the opportunity of bidding the items in but I was 
sure you cared very little. They were auctioned at Parke- 
Bernet. 

Evelyn and I, and the two children, just made a trip to 
Washington, D. C. and after visiting all of the sights in 
Washington we took a tour through Virginia and visited 
Jefferson’s home, Luray Caverns and the skyline drive. 

Mount Vernon and a few battlefields. It was the first trip 
we have ever taken with the children where they were con¬ 
scious enough to appreciate what they saw. 

I have finally concluded that Jefferson stole every idea 
he got in constructing his house and all of the famous things 
attributed to him in the way of mechanical inventions are 
not original with him at all. He spent all of his money 
on his house and died broke. History books do not seem to 
emphasize these facts. 

I am writing a letter to Leonard insisting he turn some more 
coins over to our attorney and will see what happens. 

I ate another section of your Christmas delicacies and thank 
you for that section. I cannot finish them promptly because 
I am getting too robust. 

Our best to you. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs. VCinston Cruzan 
60U Green Street * 
Royersford, Pa. 


March U, 1953 


Dear Eric: 

In the last week or so I have really hit the all time high for cheery mail. 

Mrs. Cruzan is struggling with a very bad ulcer - ny Aunt 1 label is in the 
hospital with a combination of flu, anaemia, etc. - iry father’s business is 
bad - the taxes on our little Poison Ivy Manor are being raised - etc.etc.etc. 

So when your letter arrived I was neither too surprised nor pleased to hear 
about Leonard. Somehow or other I have always had the hunch that we were 
going to come out on the losing end. It is nice to know, though, that we 
got something out of the mess. And that there is a chance of getting a 
little more. Will be more than interested in knowing what develops from 
this point on. 

Of course I am interested in getting the bonds from the Title Conpany but I 
also realise that you can only get as many as they are willing to turn over 
until the estate is settled. That I really had in mind when I wrote George - 
and I'm afraid I failed to make clear - was that I thought the bonds they 
are now holding matured last October. And I was wondering about instructing 
them to buy more. 

,/e have been a rather puny lot around here lately. Winston was down a couple 
of days with the flu - and the day after he got up I Trent down. Stayed down 
for a week and then figured I had to get well in a hurry before the aureomycin 
they were giving me killed me. Somehow or other the nausea and diarrhea that 
went along with the aureomycin struck me as being worse than the flu. Hope 
you all missed the flu as the particular breed that is going around this year 
leaves you feeling like a soggy dish rag. I'm still not just bursting with pep. 

We will be looking forward to hearing all the fearful and wonderful details. 

In the meantime I want to say again how much we appreciate all you and George 
have done. Being rooked out of anything is not too pleasant to think about 
but I daresay we will all survive regardless of how the Leonard business finally 
winds up. 

Winston joins me in sending love to you and Evelyn - always - 



Auguat 12, 1953 


Mrs. Winston Cruzan 
60h Green Street 
Royersford, Pa. 

Dear Mary: 

Believe it or not - I got a letter from Leonard. The 
Coronation must have put him in a good mood. 

I decided I was going to write him for a few sets of 
Elizabeth II coins just to see if he would send them and 
he did. Would you like to have one, and, if so, I will 
be delighted to make such a distribution. He even went 
so far as to say business was a little better. 

At least the bankruptcy rumor was rumor and we have gotten 
a check arising from the illan account a month or so ago 
through New Netherlands. 

We are spending the summer at home and have just completed 
bricking in the space between the curb and sidewalk in 
front of our house. I am battered in fingers and brain 
but the deed is done. 


We are thinking about going to Northern Africa in November 
but have not crystalized our plans, as yet. We are both 


in need of a vacation and may 
a spot of rest on our trip. 

I called up the Title Company 
more money but they are still 
keep trying. 

Our best to both of you. 


go to the Madeira Islands for 

to ask them to release some 
thinking about it. I’ll 

Sincerely, 


EPN:dv 
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-/Plti. n^imton 0/. dxixzan 


Thursday, the 2lj.th 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

; • ^ ’>a ■ ( ' rbon’s aunt) and I ourselves 

down to nubbins tearing around the Thousand Islands and Canada, I 
was actually looking forward to getting back to sleepy old Royers- 
ford for a little peace and quiet. Guess T should have known better 
all the tine. There’s no such thing around this household. 

The trip was fine, we had a lot of fun, anti ins ton had a begs 
holiday taking pictures - but getting ho e ms brutal. e drove 
smack into the heat wave. All I can say is that whoever planned 
the be Jersey Turnpike should be put in a padded cell. In the 
winter it is fog-bound so much of the time it is almost suicide to 
use it, In the summer - well, after a trip down those long, bare, 
sun baked miles of concrete the devil himself would have to go home 
to cool off. 

For just about a solid week after getting home we lived in that 
lii le back room den with the air conditioner going day and night. 
I’ve never experienced such weather and, frankly. I'll be quite 
contented if I never do again, finally the heat wave broke - or 
I should say crashed to be more exact - and we have been wearing 
jackets and coats ever since. A couple of evenings we sat around 
and just shivered for the novelty of it but then we had to break 
down and turn the furnace on. 

Last week end ..'inston and I went down to .fashington to visit the 
Moores and take In the Sports Car Show and the President’s Cup 
Races on the Fotomac. The first left me pretty cold but I got a 
huge bang out of the races and .Tinston was gnawing his nails be¬ 
cause the weather was too grey and goopy for picture taking. 

hen I read about your battered backs and fingers putting down 
the bricks I had to laugh - but now you all can laugh at us. This 
past Monday we started what I’m a raid is going to be an even worse 
job. The insu3 ai io of the upstairs here was a poor job, to say the 
least. Those two rooms were always chilly in winter and hotter than 
blazes in summer so inston got the happy (?) idea that we should 
do something about it. All that was up there before was rock wool 
batting over the bedroom ceiling, nothing over the junk room. If 
we ever finish the project it should be quite comfortable because 
the present plan is to have rook wool all over the whole thing and 
then have the inside of the roof lined with this aluminum foil 
insulating material. Shoving the batting around is not too much of 
job but the aluminum foil is something else again. After helping 

.inston up there two evenings I am firmly convinced that only a 
baboon could crawl around those rafters and staple that foil with 
any comfort. There isn’t a place you can stand up straight without 
batting your brains out so you end up crouching and squatting till 
you think you’ll never be able to stand up again. 


Barring any accidents, such as taking the direct route dcmnstairs, 
we should he through with the foil stapling in one nore session, 
then maybe we can get the kinks out of our backs end muscles. Just 
hone no one ever suggests that e insulate another house some ti 

e were glad to hear that Leonard had the decency to write-and also 
check was received, .as it enough to make it worth the 
struggle? is for the coins, I rather thin'; 1 can struggle 
without them. Elisabeth is a very attractive young lady but I’m 
inclined to think I have enough portraits to worry about as it is. 

Sure hope you all get to go North Africa - that should be a wonderful 
trj , batch of interns on his hands to train iTinston is 

going to be pretty well tied down for the next few months so our 

g is over for a while - except for week end jaunts. 

Let us hear from you and our best love to you both always. 



March 30, 19$h 


Mrs, Mary Cruzan 
60ii Oreen Street 
Royersford, Pa. 

Dear Mary: 

I called up George. He was out but I got the 
information from Burt. I then met George an hour 
later, by accident. 

Peggy is entirely bedridden with bones disinte¬ 
grating. She is at the home of her sister and 
George goes over there every night. She is unable 
to lift a ’phone, or walk, or do anything requir¬ 
ing physicAu. strength. 

George said he would like very much to have you 
see her if she is in condition to see you when 
you get here. 

V.e enjoyed talking to you tremendously and it 
really will be a Good Friday when you get here. 

Our best to both of you. 


Sincerely, 


EIN/atb 



'^Wim.ton (]/. dxazan 


May lUth 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

For weeks I have thought it would never happen - but today the 
furnace is OFF and the windows are open. To be quite honest it 
should be added that I am sitting here with a sweater on, but 
it IS kind of fun to have some fresh air in the place. aybe 
summer has finally come. At least, as much as we can expect 
around here. Sure seems funny to wear winter uniforms and keep 
blankets on the beds all year round. 

Our jaunt over to Yosemite was fun and I really think we hit the 
best possible time of the year to go. The only sour note on the 
whole trip was that ..inston had to use some new film Eastman is 
putting out and now he is ready to commit murder because all his 
slides look like beautiful fall scenes, complete with reddish 
leaves, instead of nice spring green ones. Right now he is 
taking a pretty dim view of Eastman products. 

Had a note from Hans saying "we intend to stay around for a 
long tine now'. Had an interesting but not altogether nice trip." 
.Yonder how many crocodiles they brought back with them? After 
the letter he wrote you I would say that this one sounded a bit 
let down. 

One day last weekwe were quite elated at the thought that 
Enchanted Knolls was getting almost citified. The P.G. :.E. finally 
got around to installing the street lights, but the next, morning 
we woke up and saw a stray a cow in the yard across the street 
so we had to admit that we are still pretty rural after all. 

The major repairs on the house have been taken care of but we 
are still engaged in a running battle with the builder and the 
foreman on the job trying to get the little things attedded to. 
Monday is really iry regularly scheduled hell raising day but we 
had guests over the week end and I was so busy getting the place 
straightened up this morning that I forgot to call the foreman 
and remind him of the list of unfinished projects around here. 

He will probably think we are sick or out of town. Hext week I'll 
have to fuss twice as much to make up for lost time. 

Finally wrote the Land Title Company to send whatever they are 
holding to me here at the house. Am ashamed to admit that I 
don't know just how much they do have but it should be something 
or other over bp000. 

Hope I didn't upset anything by waiting so long to cash the check. 


<~Wi.ni.ton 0/. CLiuzan 


e are still hoping you all will think up some good reason for 
coining out to the ’rest coast - why don't you? e 1 d love it. 

ins ton joins me in sending our best love to you both, always. 


January 13th 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

Had thought I would get a note off to you all before this, 
but things just didn’t work out that way. 

The Cruzans came up and spent the holidays with us - they 
left on the third and the Thomases arrived from Germany on 
the fifth - then the man who was Island Surgeon while we 
were on Okinawa dropped in on the seventh - so you can see 
we have had our hands full, the beds too. 

Your card really made us drool. Sounds you had a grand 
vacation, even including the four hours on a horse. when 
you said ,r but sore in spots" shouldn’t you have used two ts? 

Needless to say, we will be more than anxious to hear more 
about Forrer Limited when you get any information out of 
him. 

Guess by. npw you, have, heard from l.ary about her p la nned trip 
*0 Europe. 1 sug csted when rti saw them in December that 
she tell you about her trip. She was planning on being in 
London for a while. 

Let us hear from you when you can and our best to you both - 


Always, 




Hay 20, 195$ 


Hr s« Mary Cruz an 
60 i* Green Street 
Royersford, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mary* 

Our correspondence has slowed down to a standstill but 
that doesn't mean we don't think of you often. We are going 
to Yugoslavia this summer and if I get through Amsterdam 
I will call on your friend , Kr.Forrer. I also expect to 
got to London, where I will pick .up a few coins which still 
belong to the Johnson-Newman account, and bring them home. 

I am going to check with Mew Netherlands to see if we are 
going to get some more commission checks from the sale of 
the Brand material. When this dies down and if I find Forrer 
situation is hopeless, we will close up the estate. 

George and I were talking, a day or so ago, about what to do 
with the $1,000 in the trust fund for flowers for B.Q.'s 
grave. A brilliant idea occurred,to me and I wanted to try 
it out on you. As you fully realise, nobody visits his grave 
$1 ,000 is sitting in this trust fund which will never do any¬ 
body any good. We have, however, the right to contract with 
some one else to put flowers on his grave. B.G.loved books 
and loved history and my thought was that we could turn the 
$1,000 over to the Missouri Historical Society if they would 
undertake to put flowers cm the grave and, in that manner, 
could use the principal for the purchase of books and, inform 
ally, they could have a B.G.Johnson Book Fund or a name ap¬ 
propriate to hi3 memory. We would have to tell them, inform¬ 
ally, that they may not have to put flowers on the grave at 
all if nobody complained and T don't know who would. It will 
soon be 10 years and I,frankly, feel that B.G.would have en¬ 
joyed his fund doing some good rather than sitting idly by 
for the rest of time. 

I don't know if the Missouri Historical Society will accept 
an arrangement on that basis but if they won't I'll find some 
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Mrs, Kary Ctuzan 


Hay 20 $ 195$ 


other charity that will but I can think of no other charity 
which would please B.G. so well. I think he wanted to be 
remembered some where. 

I would appreciate your thoughts on the foregoing. We, of 
course, would not do anything without Mary Sheffield's 

consent. 

Our very best wishes until our paths can cross again. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 
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<J\\i i. < ~Win±ton 0/. dxuzan 


July 18th 


Dear Eric: 

I can't say that I deserve any medals for prompt letter 
answering either, but vie do talk about you all a lot and just 
wish we could talk to you more often. Now we are more than 
anxious to hear about Yugoslavia - and how you happened to 
decide to vacation there. Anyway, we bet you'll have some 
good pictures to show us some time and we will be looking 
forward to hearing what you think of it. 

Washington might have had a rough time of it wintering at 
Valley Forge, but if the weather we have been having so far 
this summer is any indication of what is to come I think he 
should be feeling sorry for us. It has just been beastly 
around here. Usually we have a few hot days and then get a 
bit of relief but this year the heat has just stayed with us. 

The lawns are all brown and wilted and so are the natives. 

Fortunately we have air conditioning so the house stays 
comfortable - but you do have to get out once in a while to 
keep from dying of starvation or boredom. 

The Sheffields were down to visit us over the Fourth so I 
showed Nary the letter about the trust fund for the flowers. 

I think we both have more or less the same feelings about the 
matter but I would rather let her speak for herself and I will 
do the same. 

Personally I have never felt that decorating a grave with 
flowers was overly important one way or the other and I would 
much rather see money used in some way that would do someone 
some good. BUT, I also know that Dette loved flowers and that 
he made tjuite a point of keeping flowers on his parents' graves 
whether anyone, including himself, could get out to the cemetery 
to see them or not. In some way it seemed to mean a lot to him. 

If the Historical Society would agree to put flowers on the grave 
that would be a perfect arrangement. If they wouldn't I'm 
inclined to think it would still be a pretty good arrangement. 
Dette loved flowers but I think he loved books more. 

Guess it is just as well Mary didn’t try to bring back any 
coins with her. Don't know whether you have heard about her 
trip or not but things didn't turn out exactly as planned. She 
was bounced off the jueen Mary by the strike and had to fly 
back to the States, .-hen they were down here she was still in 
the orocess of trying to locate her luggage. All she got home 
with*was what she took on the plane with her. The rest was tied 
up with the tons of other baggage fouled up by the strike. 


i. ^Wimion 0 /. O.10.ZC 


Aside from the strike she had a grand trip and throughly enjoyed 
every minute of it. Don’t think she missed a thing along the 
way. 

We had a fine time on our little jaunt down to Florida the end 
of May. Besides doing a little sightseeing and picture talcing 
we visited some Okinawa buddies of ours in Sarasota. The only 
sour note was when Winston was hauled in for speeding in South 
Carolina. It was the first time he was ever CAUGHT and I think 
his pride suffered worse than his purse. 

Here's ho.ing we will be seeing you all soon. 

Our best to you both, always. 




jyi’ii.. ( Win±ton OJ. diiLzan 


October 18, 1 


Dear Fric: 

Mary Sheffield and I have been discussing the estate and 
we wound up with so many questions that we decided I 
should write you. 

Briefly, it all boils down to - how much money is left in 
the estate account? - how much does Leonard owe us? - and 
how much has been collected from him over the last eight 
or nine years? 

Also, when the estate is closed is it necessary for either 
or both of us to be present? If we should have to be in 
St. Louis for the closing we thought it might be a happy 
idea (if possible) to try to wind things up in the next 
few weeks so that I .ouldn’t have to come loping all the 
way back from California - which is about twice the distance 
from here. 

Needless to say, I am getting quite busy with moving 
preparations now but, once we get to Frisco, it will be an 
even bigger job finding a place to live and getting it 
fixed up. 

he have been taking the Frisco paper and from the lack of 
rental ads fins ton and I have a hunch we will probably end 
up buying another house out there. So far this one has not 
been sold but - optimists that, we are - we don’t think it 
will take too long to unload it. ish us well.’ 

Give Fvelyn our best and both Marys will be waiting to 
hear from you. 


Always, 

7b 




October 21, 19$$ 


lira • Mary Crus an 

60li Green Street 
Eoyersford 6, Pennsylvania 

Mrs# Kary Sheffield 
361 Clinton Avenue 
Brooklyn 35, He* Xork 

Bear Hary and Marys 

With re snoot to the Johnson Estate, we hare in tho bank 
account $1200.00. 

Tou asked whether it would be necessary for you to be bore 
when the estate is closed. I want you to know it will not 
be necessary. It will oa necessary for you to sign a con¬ 
sent to the final settlement and a few receipts for distri¬ 
bution. 

I wrote Leonard and asked him to start roraittinr from. Holland 
on tho total of over *12,000.00 which he owes. Approximately 
$8,000.00 of that sun is due the estate and $1,000.00 to tse 
personally. Small checks are a till coaing in from commiss¬ 
ions which he is earning in America. The last check was in 
tho gr«at amount of 19*00. Je have collected only '96»$7 
from him thisyear, so far. and $£$9«ll last year. She total 
of all credits on tho Ferrer account (not including returned 
coins), some of which had to be applied to ray traveling ex¬ 
penses to Kurejte, amounted to about $1,000.00. 

George and I will do whatever you girls want and wo believe 
that we can wind up the estate and still work together to try 
to collect the accounts against Leonard* X asked him to make 
definite monthly installment payments but there has not been 
time to hoar from him. He is, apparently, doing nicely and 
if wo don’t hear from him we want to press some action. This 
summer I was able to bring home some coins froxa England which 
I previously took away from Leonard and was unable to bring 
to this country before. 

There is in St. Louis, the Oscar (the suit of armor), and a 
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Hrs* Hary Crusan 
Mrs# Mary Sheffield 


substantial quantity of raiscellaneous minor foreign coins 
known as the ^unk coins* If you wish to have no call in some 
dealers and take the highest bid for this sound of coins, I 
can readily do that, dividing them up* It would be a terrible 
nuisance shipping them, and quite costly* 

Please give m your thoughts and we will be glad to cooperate* 
Best regards to both of you. 


Sincerely, 


s?uc p. nzmkn 


sra/mub 


LsCS \ 



Der>r Evelyn and Eric: 


Enjoyed your letter a lot and would like to 
do a little better job of answering it - 
but just at this point we are bogged down 
in all the red tape and paper work that goes 
along with getting a move under way. 

Hope to leave here Dec. l£th, spend Xmas in 
Oklahoma with the folks and then drive on to 
the coast. Also, hope to see you folks on 
our way through St. Louis if you aren’t too 
swamped with Xmas rush. 

Best love always. 


To Let ‘.ernan General Hospital 

San Francisco, California 


Our Latch String 
Will Be Out After 


January ? 191?6 


Drop I n ! 





November ll*, 19$$ 


Mrs. Mary Sheffield 
361 Clinton Avenue 
Brooklyn 38, New York 

Mra# Mary Cruzan 
60l» Green Street 
Royersford 6, Pennsylvania 

Dear Marys: 

The letter of October 26, 19 55 from Mary Sheffield is 
at hand and I have contacted the Probate Court and find 
that I will not be able to close the estate until the 
February, 1956 term in view of the necessity of publi¬ 
shing notice. This is nothing but regular red tape and 
I will have everything prepared long before then. 

With respect to Leonard Ferrer, he wrote a book en¬ 
titled "The Art of Coin Collecting n , published by The 
Citadel Press, 222 Fourth Avenue, New York 3, New York. 
If he is receiving royalties from this book we could 
actually sue and attach thews royalties. I bought a 
copy of the book and I tfas duly unimpressed but perhaps 
it is satisfactory for the beginner. Perhaps one of 
you has a contact that might inquire at the Citadel 
Press whether there is any money accumulated for 
Leonard and, if so, you certainly are justified in 
attaching that sum* Perhaps just a friendly call on 
them to ask them about the'situation could do no harm. 

My best to both of you. 


Sincerely, 


£FN/atb 


November 15>th 


Dear Eric: 

I feel like a dirty hound for not answering 
your letter sooner but the truth of the 
matter is that I have been too damned busy 
to write anyone. 

Sounds like closing the estate will be a 
simple matter - at least for the two Marys - 
and that is good news to me at the present 
time. I've been going around like a wild 
woman lately but things are finally about 
under control. 

Have sold the house - for a slight profit - 
wound up a deal to swap both cars on one - 
and our mounds of clutter have been 
reduced by burning, giving and pitching 
until I almost think we could fit into an 
apartment, if necessary. 

The packers are scheduled to take over on 
December 7th so I think I'll have time to 
relax a little before that storm starts. 


That is - if you can call addressing Xmas 
cards and doing the ’(mas shopping relaxing. 

R.I.P. I have not turned collector so I 
will bring the coin along. .ill get it out 
as soon as I have a chance to get down to 
the bank and go through the things. Can't 
say I'm interested in swapping it for MORE 
coins but we can worry about that later. 

In spite of Mary's sympathy in her letter, 
bet you all will sorta miss Oscar when he 
is hauled away] 

Still don't know definitely just when we will 
be in St. Louis but it should be about the 
l^th or 16th, depending largely on the 
weather. Our good weather has held out so 
long we have a sneaking fear that all hell 
will break loose about the time we are ready 
to start driving - but here's hoping for the 
best. 

Winston joins me in love and best wishes to 
you and Evelyn, always. 


January l?th 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

I certainly hope that the old “better late than never" still holds 
good! dince we saw you all life has been nothing but an endurance 
contest but from today on maybe things will be more normal. 

Our visit in Oklahoma was a huge success and so was Xmas. Your 
package went along with us - wrapped - and was not opened until the 
festivities started Xmas Eve. From than on I can assure you that 
the bells were kept busy tinkling all the rest of the stay there. 
Blanks a million - we had loads of fun with the apron and now it has 
been stowed away for use again next year. 

After stopping in Oklahoma City we spent a night with my cousin Tom 
in Amarillo - spent New Years with our friends, the Moores, in El 
Paso and finally got to San Francisco Friday night, the 6th. 

Bright and early the next morning we were out touring around looking 
over various neighborhoods - most of them soggy as hell, ,/e have 
never had to go househunting in such lousy weather but, at least, 
it showed us a lot of places NOT to buy. That is the only kind 
remark I can make about California weather at this point. 

Anyway, we have found a lovely, brand new house - plopped right on 
the TOP of a hill - over in Mill Valley, and if the loan which we 

applied for yesterday goes through v re should be moving in around the 
first of the month. It is really a lovely place. Large living room 
with fireplace, dining room, kitchen, den, two bedrooms and baths 
upstairs and a 16 x 30 rumpus room with fireplace, a small bedroom 
and bath downstairs. Also, a garage with a door, not one of these 
miserable California car ports. he are both so pleased with it we 
can hardly wait to start moving in. Soooo, you all hurry on out 
here and help us fill it up. he’ll be expecting you. 

Our love and best wishes to you always. 


2*03 xs 


February 15, 1956 


Mrs. Mary Crus an 

Can Francisco, California 

rs. Mary Sheffield 
361 Clinton Avenue 
Brooklyn 3§* Mew fork 

Dear Maryst 

As I mentioned in ny previous letter, Notice of final Settlement 
has bean published In the Johnson .state so that we can close 
tii© estate. I am enclosing rewith, for ary Crusan, J* copies 
of vinal Settlement and Statement relative to iixeeutora fees 
and to "ary Sheffield, 1 copy. After reading the aume ary 
Crus an is to sign 3 copies and send them to Mary Sheffield and 
Mary Shoffield will return these 3 copies to ne. ~ach of you 
will, therefore, have one copy for your file. 

With respect to the remaining assets I would like topoint out 
that the account due from Forrer has been excluded in the calcu¬ 
lation of executors* fees since it is of doubtful value. I plan 
to make every effort to continue to collect it and small amounts 
may still come from the hew Netherlands Coin Company arising from 
commissions due Forrer on the sale of Allen coins. 

fhe small foreign coins on hand will be sold, as you two indi- 
catcd ? as soon as I can find a satisfactory buyer, i'he nglish 
coins belonging to the Estate will oh I brought back from Europe 
this summer have ; eea divided in half and I gave ary Crass an 
her half when she passed through St. Louis and will send to 
Mary Sheffield her half. I understand you also want roe to dis¬ 
pose of the suit of armor which I do not belie vs is saleable. 

As soon as the settlement is on file and the court approves it 
we will make a final distribution of the cash and request you to 
receipt for the Forror account, the foreign coins, the .nglish 
coins*, t to. If thi re is any question concerning the foregoing 
please do not hesitate to write me. 

It is ay hope that this estate was handled in the manner Mr. 
Johnson wanted it to be handled and my only disappointment is in 
the manner in which Forrer acted not only to us but to many 
others. 

Best wishes to both of you. 


Sincerely ours. 


Ei M/atb 


; JR IC F* HE WHAN 


June 22, 19£6 


Mrs, Mary Crusan 

San Francisco, California 

Mrs, Mary Sheffield 

361 Clinton Street, Apartment 9-F 

Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Marys* 

There is enclosed,for each of you, a check 
for $ 250,00 as further proceeds of the foreign 
junk, Halelujahl 


Sincevely. 


EPN/atb 


( Winiton . Gxuzan 


I 


July 2, 1956 


Dear Eric: 

Just a hurried letter to answer your note. I have NOT 
received anything from the Title Company - even a letter. 

Some time back in Kay I wrote them and gave them my new 
address here at home. Also, as you suggested, I told them 
to send tne assets direct to me, and to contact you if there 
were any questions. 

Frankly, I would like some sort of accounting as to just what 
they have but they have not sent that either. 

My address here at home is 3 Longfellow Road, Mill Galley, 

Calif. And if you should want to add it to your little black 
book - our telephone number is Dunlap 8-4925* ->e are not 

listed in the San Francisco book, only the Marin County book. 

Chile on the subject of business - I have never made any 
declaration on the income tax of the funds that have been sent 
me through the estate. Now I am wondering what, if anything, 
should be done about accounting for the checks for the junk 
coins and the money from Leonard. 

In shuffling through the mound of papers I have I found that 
I have no copy of the fourth and fifth settlements and I 
wonder if you could send me those some time so that they could 
be filed away with the others. 

How you managed to dig up anyone to handle all those junk coins 
will always be a nystery to me - but a very pleasant one to say 
the least. Absolute genius on your part and once again I want to 
say thanks a million for all your efforts. 

Our best to you and Evelyn always. 





July 1956 


Mrs. . V. Cruzan 
3 Longfellow Road 
Mill Valley, California 

Dear Madam: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 

J$ly 2, 1956. 

Mr. Newman left on his vacation on July 3rd and 
will not return to the office until some time in 
August • 

Your letter will receive his attention when he 
returns to the office. 


Very truly yours. 


Secretary t o r. Sfewnftn 


August 16, 1956 


Mrs, Mary Cruaan 
9 Longfellow Road 
Mill Valley, California 

Dear Mary: 

I was with Fred Baldwin in London and he spoke very nicely about 
both you and Winston and sends you his best* I wa3 out at his 
house and at a lunch at his real 3tiff Club, I did enjoy being 
with him. We have so much to tell you about our trip I won't 
even begin. 

As far as income tax on the money for the sale of the junk coins 
or on the items collected from Forrer, there is none duo, in my 
opinion, The cost basis of the Forrer material has not yet been 
recovered and we still have quite a way to go to recover that 
cost• Until we recover the cost there is no income to report. 

The junk coins, at the end of 1952, had a cost basis of 37^,50 
as a whole. Forty-five percent of the cost basis would bo yours, 
or 3167,63 and would therefore be a gain on the sale of the junk 
coins but I do notfeel that you should separate one kind of coin 
from another kind of ooin. Your loss on the Forrer coins far 
exceeds the gain on the others but the government tax rules may 
require reporting the gain on one without permitting the loss on 
the other. However, I have definite news,from talking to Charles 
Wormser, that he is going to see Leonard in Amsterdam; that 
Leonard is up to his old tricks now having wooed Jacques Shulraan's 
wife so that Leonard and the wife are generally opposed to Jacques 
Shulman, Hans has warned Jacques and God knows what's coming next, 
Leonard and his wifo do not get along, according to my advisors. 

In any event, Wormser said that this is probably the end of the 
money we are going to got from Leonard so we could write offthe 
Forrer money and take the loss and apply that against the gain 
on the junk coins and we would be a way behind. Let's take all 
this up toward the end of the year, 

I saw Hans in Hew York and he is a nut. He bought a coin col¬ 
lection in Egypt this spring and, being well-connected, knew they 
would not open his suitcase when he left. Unfortunately, the man 
he bought it from was not satisfied with the price and reported 
the matter to the Egyptian government since the man who reports 
information leading to an arrest geta part of the fine, Hans 
was arrested, fine! $6,000, his attorney cost him 6,000 to keep 
him from going to jail, and the coins are still in Egypt, Since 
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Mrs. II ary Cruzan 


August 16, 19£6 


he paid $6,000 for the collection, he has $18,000 in the m©3s and 
the coins are stuck there. The struggle to k®dp him froin going to 
jail was too much for Antoinette and she had a nervous breakdown 
and ran away in Egypt and has not come back yet. She has wandered 
in Europe and is at present in Barcelona. She has written Hans 
that she now feels sho is well enough and may come back in September. 
In Europe they are calling Kans a very nasty name, namely, "crook 
ben crook”* To interpret this little slogan one must know a little 
Hebrew. The word ”ben" means ’’son of”. It is a sham© they have to 
insult poor old Kax in addition. 

I spoke to Mr. Gottlieb, of the Title Company, and they assured me 
the check for your money would go out within two or three days. 

They failed to follow my instructions before I went away. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


Established 1880 
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Land Title insurance Co. of St. Louis 

TITLE INSURANCE . CERTIFICATES OF TITLE • ESCROWS 


CAPITAL & SURPLUS OVER $750,000 


Clayton 5, Miseouri 
Augist 22, 1956 


Eric P. Newman, Atty. at Law 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

We are enclosing herewith a copy of letter to Mrs. Cruzan 
forwarding her check to her. 


Yours very truly, 

LAND TITLE INSURANCE CO. OF ST. LOUIS 

Escrow Officer 



Clayton 5 # Missouri 
August 22, 1956 


Mrs,. Winston V. Cruzan 
3 Longfellow Boad 
Kill Valley, California 

Dear Mrs. Cruzan, 

VJe are enclosing herewith the following check #30783, 
dated August 22, 1956 on St. Louis County national Lank, on 
Escrow *2838 in the amount of $5,089.16 for Balance Due 
in Escrow. 

The Original Bond converted to cash on 8/20/56, was in 
the amount of $5»090.l6 but due to the fact that back in 
October,1951 the interest was shown as $138.50 instead of 
$ 137 * 50 , and you recieved a check in the amount of $6,688.00 
instead of $6,687.00. We are holding back $1.00 from the 
amount of your new check. 


Yours very truly, 

LAnD TITLE IWSUKAhCE CO. OF ST. LOUIS 


By. 


Escrow Officer 



XX 


1*00 


August 16, 1956 


Land Title Insurance Company of St* Louis 
7913 Forsyth dlvd., 

Clayton 5, Missouri 

Gentlemen* 

With reference to Escrows No* 2838 and 281*1 aris¬ 
ing out bf the proceeds of the sale of real estate 
in the Estate of Burdette G* Johnson, please be 
kind enough to convert any securities you have to 
cash and forward the net balance of the cash to 
Mary Cowan Cruzan, 3 Longfellow Road, Mill Valley, 
California. 

Please send me a copy of your forwarding letter* 
Thank you for your cooperation* 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P* NEWMAN 


EKi/atb 


September 1*, 19 £6 


Mrs • Win3ton Crussan 
3 Longfellow Road 
Mill Valley, California 

Mrs. Mary Sheffield 
361 Clinton Avenue, Apt. 9-F 
Brooklyn, 36, New York 

Dear Karyst 

Enclosed ia a check for -2£0,00 for each of you* 

Tiis is a firther payment on the foreign material. 
Please accept these continued shocks with forti» 
tude . 



Sincerely, 


, 


BPH/atb 


October 33, 19$6 


oear ary, 

Tiito will clean up the 
9-nail foreign coins* 

I as sure you aro pleased 

, 

Si ncorcly. 


fe J 

/ c C 

EP /atb 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


January 2, 1957 


Mr 3, Mary Cruz an 
3 Longfellow Road 
Mill Valley, California 

Dear Mary: 

The delicasies which arrived this Christinas to 
improve the status of my obesity are very much 
appreciated* Evelyn and I thank you from the 
pits of our stomachs* 

Believe it or not, our daughter went to Phila¬ 
delphia to spend the holidays visiting one of 
her camp friends who lives in Meadowbrook. As 
a courtesy to me Linda tried to go to see 
Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell but when 
Gimbels had a fire they blocked off the entire 
area and she could .o 300 them. She 

referred to this incident as being "saved by 
the siren from the bell". 

I an enclosing a check for f 59*33 covering your 
portion of a payment made December 27, 1956 on 
the Forrer account* 

Our very best to you for the New Year. 


Si cerely. 


EPN/atb 


. 


O^initon QJ. Cxuzan 
3 XongfdLoar J?oad 
<MiL Q/aLUy, California 


March 3rd 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

It makes me blush to think how long it has been since I have 
written you good people. The truth of the matter is that I 
have done very little letter writing in the last few months. 

And when I tell you why you will probably think I have flipped 
my lid - but here goes anyway. 

Blame it on the foolish forties - or something - but I finally 
decided to indulge a lifelong desire and trotted out and bought 
an organ. We tried (here at home) a Baldwin, a Oonn and a 
Lowry and finally decided on the old standard, A Hammond. 

Don’t know vrhen I have had more fun out of anything in my life 
and Tins ton and I both have kicked ourselves soundly for not 
buying one a long time ago. 

You know I used to pick around on the piano, strictly by ear - 
couldn’t read music, and I thought it would be fairly simple to 
change from piano playing to organ playing. Now it seems at 
times that I was overly optimistic so I am taking lessons every 
other week and beating ny brains out trying to learn music. 

Think I waited forty years too long too start but I’m struggling 
along. And vinston is trying to learn to play the thing too. 

At the present his repertoire consists of three pieces that the 
average listener could recognize and I am currently murdering 
"Laura". 


e appreciated the article about Wayte Raymond. First we knew 
that he had passed away. 

■ <ith your able advisors you probably already know that - according 
to Hans' version of the story - HE divorced Antoinette because 
she wouldn't come home from Europe. Then he lost no time in 
acquiring number four, a Cairo born Greek gal with a six year old 
daughter. The only comment I could think to make when I answered 
his letter was that he must be trying to set up a little U.N. all 
his own. You can't deny that he keeps trying. 

After mouths of drought the rainy season finally moved in and we 
have slogging around in downpours, drizzles and fogs for better 
than ten days now. The hills are turning green and if this keeps 
up much longer the natives will be doing likewise. Tonderful 
California^ Ughi 

Around the first part of next month we will probably fly back 
to OkHioma, pay our respects to the families and take in the 


Wim.ton 0/. d’uxzan. 

3 Jlongf-eLLow cdoad 
J\\iLL Q/aLizy, dalifoxnia 

State Dental Meeting. 7/e are not overly anxious to make the 
trip just now but this is Dr. Cruzan’s fiftieth year in dentistry 
in Oklahoma so we thought we should join in the celebration. 

Have fun and do let us hear from you. 


©ur best love to you both always. 








Hay 9, 1?£7 


Dr* and Mrs. Winston Cruzan 

3 Longfellow Road 

Mill Valley, California 

Dear Mary and Winston: 

We had a meeting of the Central States Numismatic Association 
i St, Louis and there were over £00 people in attendance. 

met sv been 75 dealers, I told our local group .hat 
if I followed B «G. J’S advice I should leave town during the 
convention but, to prevent me from doing so, they made ne 

banquet and lecturer at the ed i* 

. . 

As Master of Ceremonies I described the contribution of the 
State of Missouri to numismatics and one of the major elements 
in my tall was a description of the knowledge, integrity and 
* . , in, , 

well and I just feel good about having had the opportunity to 
tell some 2£0 in attendance at the banquet a lettti . 

Hans was here with Zita, who happens to be a very nice girl. 

He was just talcing her to Canada to re-enter her into the United 
States legally. It seems that most of nans’ time is spent 
getting in or out of trouble, most of which his women get him 
in to. Ho told me that he writes to you 6Very month (which I 
said I would accept with a grain of salt) and that he keeps you 
advised of all the gossip. W© did spend a very pleasant after¬ 
noon at our house with them. One of the dealers, quite some 
time ago, referred to Hans as "crook-3en-crook”. The word "Ben", 
In Hebrew, as you know, means "son of”. 

Kossoff, a Los Angelos dealer, separated from Abner Kreisberg, 
his partner, quite some While reek :ecause Los;c 
whole family to Cairo for the King Farouk auction and charged 
it all to business expense tad Kreisberg did not get to go. 

Both wero here and cold to one another. 

Evelyn and I are going, in July, to Paris, where wc will pick 
up a car and drive through Normandy, Brittany, Northern Spain 
and Northern Portugal and then may fly to the Canary Islands. 

We have made the rear first floor porch in our house into a 
hobbyroom which will be finished in a few weeks so whenever 
you are ready to pass through St. Louis we have something 
interesting to show you. 
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Dr, and Mrs 


Winston Cruzan 


May 9, 1957 


I am writing a good deal now in numismatic research and 
an enclosing one of my articles recently published. You 
do it have to road it but since B.G.J. got me interested 
in research I feel as though 1 should send it to you, 

Evelyn joins in sending you and Winston our very best. 


Sincere ly. 


EP?!/ atb 


December 30, 1957 


Dr. and Mr a. Winston Cruzan 

3 Longfellow Road 

Mill Valley, California 

Dear Mary and Winston: 

Your Christinas greetings for our overstuffed middles performed 
their "Mission”. Actually, most of my friends have been"glazed” 
through most of the holidays - just like your fruit - but not as 
sweet. Thank you, from the bottom of my scale. 

Evelyn and I gave the children, as a Christmas present, a ticket 
around the world. We felt that this coming summer would be one 
of the few times the entire family could be together for a little 
fun so we are planning to go to Northern India and to Japan en . 
masse • 

Since Linda will be 17, we would like to get to know her before 
she gets involved too seriously with men. 

We look forward to seeing you again whenever and wherever our 
paths can cross. 

We wish you both a very Happy New Year. 

Best from 


fiPN/atb 




Feb. 6th 


v Dear Evelyn and Eric: 


i Being "behind" seems to be a 
?chronic ailment with me - but it 
1 certainly isn’t because we don 1 1 
Lthink of you. 


hjoyed your letter ever so much 
nd now we are wondering if you 
Fwon’t be coming to San Francisco 
'to start your junket to India 
this spring. Sure hope you will 
it would be such fun to see you 
. all again. 


^To date we have heard nothing 
rsas to hen or where we will go 
Eyfrom here and if you all take 
“off about the time school is out 
we should be here. ELease let 



us know your plans - when you make them - so 
that we can araange to get together. . 

Have plenty of rooms and baths in this house 
and would be more than happy to have you stay 
with us if you can. 

A friend of ours. Col. liar ling, spent most of 
the war in India and then later was retired 
on a physical disability. I've always 
heard of feather merchants but he REALLY is one. 
Imports feathers for fly tying. This involves 
his having to go around the world every two 
years gathering up hackles, etc. to have 
shipped back to this country. At the present 
Bill and Nana (his wife) are in India - on 
their way around - and we have had a couple 
of letters from them which I am sending along 
just on the off-chance that they might be 
of some interest to you all since you will be 
more or less following in their footsteps. 

This trip Bill has a deal with the National 
Georgraphic to take pictures and do some 
articles for them about his travels and his 
feather business. That is the reason for all 
the chatter about cameras. 


Trust you can wade through the lenses and 
openings and find a few bits to interest 
you. After reading Nana's writing (?) 
you will probably be ready to join me in 
suggesting that she take a typewriter with 
her next trip. 

Gome to think of it, they should be hone 
by June - if you come through here then - 
and we certainly could arrange to get you 
all together, which might be interesting 
for you. 

Let us hear about your plans and our love 
and best wishes to you both always. 


March 6, 1?£8 


Dear Mary, 

It was very thoughtful for you to send us the letters 
from your friends from India, Hong Kong and Japan and 
you have charged us with more excitement concerning the 
trip. We now plan to go to Home, Teheran,Delhi, Srinagar, 
Benares, Katmandu, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Honolulu, 

If we get through San Francisco on the way back we will 
certainly give you a call but we may come back through 
the north route* 

Evelyn is working on her Flea Market and gathering the 
junk steadily* Vie have a house out in Clayton full of 
clutter already. At the Westroads Shopping Center it 
will all be disposed of to somebody, I hope. 

As I told you, George and I still have, as trustees,the 
money to put flowers on B*G*’s grave. Since nobody sees 
any flowers we might put out, we felt it was wrong to 
waste the money. My plans now are to try to find some 
appropriate charity where the money can do some good, 

I believe I told you that I wanted to set up something 
at the Missouri Historical Society in his name but, 
unfortunately, they are squeamish about taking part in 
the violation of a trust. If you have any suggestions 
I will certainly be glad to hear them. I wanted to try 
to see that the project is named after B*G.Johnson and 
I thought it should be in St* Louis. 

Evelyn is taking Linda to Boston during the spring vaca¬ 
tion to visit colleges* I think she will visit Radcliffe, 
Wellesley, and perhaps others* We don’t know if she can 
get in but we want her to have the chance of seeing them, 
regardless. She is going tomget a group of kids from her 
school in New York where they are going to visit the 
tourists at factions • 

I hope you are well and happy and that your next transfer 
is one which you will thoroughly enjoy* 

Love from all of us. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs* Mary Cruzan 
3 Longfellow Road 
Mill Valley, Calif 


May 26, 1958 


Dear Mary and Winston, 

Yoar cute birthday greetings were very much appreciated and 
I am afraid that our paths will not cross for a little while. 

Your now assignment to Verdun, France, for three years, will 
be far enough out in the country so that miserable French 
politics will be foreign news. Evelyn and I drove up the Marne 
and one of the most exciting things is to see the way the 
forts in the Maginob line arc being used today. They make the 
most wonderful shelter for cattle that the French engineers 
ought to be proud of them. Most of them are blown up but 
the cattle do not seem to mind using the remaining portions. 

You are so used to selling houses and automobiles and what- 
have-you that I am sure you can take that in stride, I real¬ 
ize it is no fun for most people but you are such good home¬ 
makers that it i3 just another challenge for you. 

Evelyn is leaving with the children on June 25th, for Rome, 
where she will play around with Rosellini, or anyone else 
she can find, unti}. I fly,early in July, and meet her. Our 
meeting will be at the airport where she will board my plane 
for Asia. 

I have bean made Treasurer of the Missouri Historical Society 
and hope that I can work something out for the B.G.Johnson 
Flower 'rust. 

My little Evelyn just completed raising $30,000 for the 
Historical Society with a Flea Market,operated with donated 
junk, at the Stix, Baer & Fuller Shopping Center. It was 
the greatest money-raising stunt this community has ever seen. 
It was successful beyond any possible imagination. You will 
visit the real Flea ?Tarket for many of your pieces of house¬ 
hold goods, no doubt. 

I an enclosing some recent publicity Evelyn got for all her 
hard work and know you will get a big kick out of it. Both 
of us got so much fan mail following this article that we 
sppfet full time in correspondence. 


May 26, 1953 
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Mary and Winston Cruzan 


When we come back from Asia we are going to have some ex¬ 
cellent pictures to bore you with and we look forward to 
that moment with a great deal of enthusiasm. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. HEWMAN 


Mr.and Mrs. Minston Cruz an 

3 Longfellow Road 

Mill Valley, California 


May 26, 1 9$9 


Dear Mary and Winston, 

Ton were very sweet to remember my birthday and we are all for¬ 
getting we are getting old. I have had your nice Christmas card 
on my desk since Christmas so that you were going to receive an 
answer in due course. 

The big excitement in our family was that Evelyn’s brother, Julian, 
met Hope Rabb, from Boston, last fall, and,after a whirlwind court¬ 
ship, they were married early this year. We were pressed to give 
them a different kind of wedding present and we purchased two 
chimpanzees in Central Africa and arranged for our zoo to take 
care of them. The two chimps recently arrived and were named Hope 
and Julian, after the bridal couple. The two chimps will become 
part of the chimpanzee show so that the children of Hope and Julian 
I will be entertained by Hope and Julian II. They are sweet, lov¬ 
able animals and we hope they are a continual source of pleasure to 
the bridal couple. The gift was considered novel to the point of 
ridiculousness but the public will enjoy their antics as well. 

Linda was admitted to a number of colleges and selected Bryn Mawr 
which, of course, is close to one of your old stamping grounds. 

We believe she will be very happy there. She has a boyfriend at 
Yale who recently livened her graduation presents up by making a 
tremendous banner which read "when better women are made Yale men will 
make them". Andy will go off to camp this summer. 

From the coin point of view I will have another book published with¬ 
in a week or so and also an article in the Numismatist. I am writ¬ 
ing a lot of other items to keep myself out of mischief. If it 
wasn’t for BGJ I would not have developed this obsession. 

Plans for this summer, unfortunately, do not include your area. 

We have bought a Mercedes which is to be delivered to the air¬ 
port in Frankfurt when we arrive on July 16. We are driving dir¬ 
ectly through Czecho Slovakia, up through Poland, and on to Moscow. 

We then plan to fly from Moscow to Tbilisi and return - then drive 
back through Finland and come home. 

You, too, seem to be having a wonderful adventure and I know you 
will enjoy the Tyrol. W« have so many pictures to show you of 
our round-the-world trip of last year that the next time we meet 
it will have to be quite a stretch. 


2 


May 26, 1959 


( 


Evelyn is still raising money. Her Book Fair this year raised 
$2U,000 and the Flea Market, $28,000, Imagine what would happen 
if she were in businessl 

Evelyn joins me in sending our best love. 


Dr,and Mrs,Winston Cruzan 
767 Med.Det.(Det. SVC,) 
A.P.O 122 New York 
New York 


EPN/atb 


May 19th 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

Just a quickie along with the birthday .greetings to say that Winston 
has his orders for Verdun, France. A new 1000 bed hospital is being 
completed there and he will go in as Chief of the Dental Clinic and 
also as CO for the 767th Medical Service Detachment. Sounds like 
that should keep him pretty busy. 

At the moment he has a port call for August 25th but if and when iry 
concurrent travel is approved that sailing date is subject to change 
for a week or so either way. Here's hoping the French simmer down so 
that I can go along with him this time. That is the only thing that 
would prevent it. 

Don't know exactly just when we will leave here but it will probably 
be around the end of July or the first of August at the latest. 

Sorta depends on how much luck we have selling the house and the car. 
Wish us luck on both - I think we are going to need it. 

Now we are wondering what your leaving and returning dates are. Have 
an idea that we will stop over in St. Louis on the way east and would 
love to see you if you will be there but I'm almost afraid we will be 
through before you all get home. 

As for the flower trust you mentioned in your last letter - I'm afraid 
I have no suggestions as to a suitable charity and I would be more 
than happy to leave that to your judgment. I do think that having 
it named after 3urdette and having it in St. Louis would be nice. 

Kqd also thought that I might like to add to it later. But that, of 

course, would be some vague time in the future. 

Let us hear from you about your plans and we are certainly hoping 
that we will get to see you before we take off for three years. 

Our love and best wishes to you both always. 



June 19th 


Dear Evelyn and Eric: 

Can’t tell you all how sorry we are that we are going to miss 
seeing you this time. Here’s hoping we will have better luck 
getting together in Europe some time in the next three years. 

I am still awaiting orders for concurrent travel but there seems 
to be little if any doubt that they will arrive some time, 
probably about ten minutes before the plane or train takes off. 
Anyway, I went down yesterday and applied for my passport so that 
chore is out of the way. Had hoped to get my shots out of the 
way before the last minute but a little over two weeks ago THEY 
found that I had a hiatus hernia. The result of that discovery 
was that the head of my bed is now jacked up on seven inch blocks, 
I’m taking medicine every other time I turn around and I’m on a 
diet that has completely wrecked ray sense of humor. Basically 
it is the same as an ulcer diet - no coffee, carbonated beverages, 
liquor, no seasoning, no spice, no fresh fruit or vegetables 

no sweets, in fact, nothing that is really fit to eat or drink. 
Don’t know how much good it is going to do the hernia, but as I 
said before it has played hell with rry sense of humor and I have 
lost five pounds so the shots have to be put off. I'd probably 
fall on my face if they gave me shots now. 

We certainly enjoyed the account of the flea market and I think 
you both deserve all the credit you got - and morel 

Our best love to you both always. 






Dear Evelyn and Erics 


June 17th 





Enjoyed your letter immensely - except for the fact that you all won’t 
he coining this way on your vacation. If your arrival date in Frankfurt 
had been a week end we would have tried to drive up and, at least, say 
hello - but July is going to be a rough month for Winston. About half 
of his dental officers will be going back to the States and replacements 
will be coming in so he will have to be on hand to start them off. That 
is the main reason we took our vacation rather early this year. 

Had a grand trip through Switzerland, Liechtenstein, then to Garmisch, 
Berchtesgaden, Salzburg and Vienna. Just before that believe I told you 
we went up to Holland for the tulip season. Now we have to stay home a 
while. 

Any day now we will move into quarters and leave the trials and tribula¬ 
tions of a French apartment behind us. It has been quite an experience, 
and a lot of fun in some ways, and we rather hate to move but I think 
modern plumbing will make up for the glamour we will lose by living in 
quarters. 

Spent the week end of the 6th in Paris and saw both Hans and Fred Baldwin. 
Fred looks wonderful but Hans is so fat he could roll faster than he can 
walk. 

Winston has been taking pictures like mad ever since we have been here 
so the next time we get together you all should be able to hold forth 
for days. Let’s make it soon. 


Our love and best wishes to you both always. 



September 5 


1962 


Dear Mary and Winston, 

Evelyn and I are so glad you are installed in Fort 
Bragg and getting reacquainted with America. 

We are about to leave on our vacation and hope to be 
able to drive through Tunis and Algeria but if the 
bullets are flying too fast in Algeria we will drive 
through Libya instead. Our principal problem is 
not to look French and, frankly, 1 do not know how 
to do that. If you have any suggestions as to any¬ 
thing short of wrapping us in an American flag we 
would be grateful, 

Linda is going to Mexico City for a short holiday 
before she returns to school, Andy has come home 
from Europe, completihg four automobile accidents, 
but having had a fantastic tine. He left the car in 
Lisbon, where wo are picking it up. We really need 
a rest and are looking forward to our expedition. 

You are, of course, correct that the coins should 
not be sent until we get back and your memory is 
quite sound on the disposition of one or two of the 
items I mentioned. I know that Fred bought a couple 
of Pine Tree shillings and the disme and also a 
George III with an eagle and ONI CENT on the back. 

It was very exciting seeing you and we wish we had 
the opportunity of seeing you more often. We cer¬ 
tainly hope you can find a lovely house and we will 
be in touch with you on our return. 

Our best love. 


Sincerely, 


Col, and Mrs.W.V.Cruzan 
Dental Detachment 
U.S.A. Garrison 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 


EPN/atb 


June 2nd 


Dear Evelyn and Erics 

Just a quickie to say that the roof fell in the other 
day. Had sudden orders to leave here on the United 
States on the 22nd of this month - headed for Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. 

With a lay over of a day or two in New York that 
SHOULD put us in St. Louis - by train - on about the 
30th of June or the 1st of July. Probably leave 
St. Louis the night of the 3rd for Oklahoma City. 

Have an idea that since this is summer instead of 
February - you might have a house full of family. 
Anyway, drop us a quick line and let us know if you 
are going to be home then, busy, or what. 

Best love to you always. 




Winston says - would you please send us Air Mail the 
New York to St. Louis timetables for the New York 
Central and the Pennsy. Also a Frisco for St. Lous 
to Okla City. 
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